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Avi enjoys visiting schools. He identifies with children who are lonely, frus-
trated, and isolated. “T always ask to speak to the learning-disabled kids.
They come in slowly, waiting for yet another pep talk, more instructions.
Eyes cast down, they won't even look at me. Their anger glows. I don't say a
thing. I lay out pages of my copy-edited manuscripts, which are covered
with red marks. 'Look here,' I say, 'see that spelling mistake. There, another
spelling mistake. Looks like I forgot to put a capital letter there. Oops! Let-
ter reversal.' Their eyes lift. They are listening. And I am among friends.”
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